
 

 

2 October 2020 
 
Dear parents / carers 
 
Weekly Update 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well.   It has been another busy and productive week at 
the Academy and it is remarkable that we are already in October and more than half-way through the first 
half-term. 
 
Of course, Covid-19 and the implications for schools is consistently high on the agenda and is likely to be 
a prevalent theme in weekly communication in the coming weeks and months. If, however, we must never 
lose sight of the fact that despite the adaptations and new ways of working at present, everyone within the 
Sandwell Academy community works together to ensure that our students thrive and excel in all aspects 
of school life. 
 
It is not an easy time, but every day we are witnessing some outstanding success stories in relation to how 
our students have adapted and embraced their return to school. In particular, I would like to say how well 
our new Year 7 and Year 12 students have settled into life at the Academy and made such a positive start.  
 
Remote Learning Provision 
I would like to update you on the developments we have made to our remote learning provision. During 
lockdown students were able to access all their lessons via the Online Curriculum. We received a lot of 
positive feedback about this, but we did have some parental feedback asking for live lessons to be 
delivered. I am pleased to announce that we are now in a position to deliver remote live lessons using 
Microsoft Teams. This will be used in conjunction with the materials on the Online Curriculum. All students 
have access to Microsoft Teams through their Office 365 account and it can be downloaded to their phone, 
a tablet or a PC. It is very user friendly and we would like you to encourage your child to download the app 
on to one or more of these devices.  
 
Remote learning protocols will come into operation should we need a whole year group to isolate. All 
teaching venues are now equipped with a web cam and staff will be able to deliver lessons from school. 
This is an exciting development and we will be working with the students to ensure that they are equipped 
to be able to access the lessons. If you have any questions about this, or your child has any difficulties 
downloading the app, then please can you contact their Personal Tutor who will be able to advise you in 
the first instance.   
 
General updates 
A reminder that next week, the restaurant will be serving a range of hot foot at breakfast and lunch. At this 
stage, this will be done on a trial basis.  Students have been informed of the change which was outlined 
in a special broadcast. They will remain in their year bubbles throughout, and the lunch session will run 
later to ensure sufficient time between sittings.   
 
Thank you all for your continued support. 
 

Kind regards 

 
Mr I Williams  
Headteacher 


